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There are many splendors to behold in the ancient kingdom of
China, but none are as precious as the memories of a childhood.
In Red Butterfly: How a Princess Smuggled the Secret of Silk
Out of China, a young princess yearns to hold on to hers as she
prepares to leave her ancestral home to marry the king of faraway
Khotan. In the summer before her departure, the young princess
stops and bids farewell to all the wondrous beauty around her,
fearful that her new home will be a dry, desolate place. When
she finally steps into her ceremonial sedan chair, her confidence
grows for, along with her memories, she carries one of the most
quintessential parts of China with her.
Chinese silk is the stuff of legends, and this one is beautifully
spun in verse by Deborah Noyes. Luscious language spills out of
each refrain with crisp alliterations forming the rich descriptions.
The legend unfolds through the eyes of a young girl struggling
with the changes her life is about to bring. Noyes includes a
brief, but informative section following the tale to help solidify
the story’s events in history. Sophie Blackall’s bold watercolor
hues saturate the ink illustrations and bring the ancient Chinese
landscape to life. The words and pictures interweave beautifully
to form an intimate retelling of history that will appeal to the
nostalgic child in all readers.
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